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Reality of Islam and Iman (Faith) j 

Not only ignorant and illiterate people but also many scholar J 
who imagine themselves very well informed, are of the opinion! 
that every Muslim must a follow an Imam. A Muslim must 
follow either Imam Abu Hanifah or Imam Shafe‘i or Imam 
Malik or Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal. This is not only a mistaken 
idea but it is also an attestation of people’s ignorance and 
unawareness of the basic knowledge of Islam. 

In Sahih ul-Bukhdri and Sahih Muslim there is a Hadith in which! 
Jibrael appears before Allah ’s Messenger ft, and asked about 
Islam saying: “What is Islam”? Allah’s Messenger ft said: 9 
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“Islam is to testify that there is no God to be worshipped 1 
but Allah and that Muhammad is the Messenger of AllSi 
to perform the prayers, to pay the Zakcil. to fast in I 
Ramadan, and to make the pilgrimage to the House (the I 
Ka’bah in Makkah) if you are able to do so.” He (Jibrael I 
>SH) said: “What is Iman (belief)”? He ft said: “It is to < 
believe in Allah, 1 lis angels. His Books, His Messengers,! 
and the Last Day, and to believe in destiny — both the good-1 
and the evil thereof.” He (Jibrael ««) said: “What isj I 
IhsanT’ He ft said: “It is to worship Allah as though you* I 
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are seeing Him, and while you see Him not yet truly, He 
sees you.” (Muslim) 

Imam Bukhari and Muslim also related on the authority of 
•Abdullah bin ‘Umar w* * ^ Allah’s Messenger ft said: 
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“Islam is built on five pillars: Testifying that there is no 
god but Allah and that Muhammad is the Messenger of 
Allah, performing prayers, paying the Zakat, fasting in the 
month of Ramadan and making pilgrimage (Hajj) to the 
House (the Ka‘bah in Makkah), if you are able to do so.” 

Imam Muslim on the authority of Abu Huraira reported; A 
bedouin came to Allah’s Messenger ft and said: 
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“O Allah’s Messenger ft, direct me to a deed by which I 
may be entitled to enter Paradise.’ Upon this he ft said: 
‘You testify that there in no god to be worshipped but 
Allah and that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, 
perform the obligatory prayers, and pay the Zakat and 
observe the fast of Ramadan.’ He (the bedouin) said: ‘By 
Him in whose hand is my life, I will never add anything to 
" either win I neglect anything of it.’ He ft said: “If what 
the bedouin is saying true, he is successful.” 
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Following Certain Madhhab 

Different Madhahib are personal and private opinions, judg,„ c 
and interpretations of legal points according to religious schdj 
and jurists. Allah and the Prophet M have not ordered 

follow these opinions and interpretations. There is a poss 

of being correct or incorrect in their opinions and interpretation^ 
There are many issues on which Imams had different views an 
they explained them according to their own reasons and 
speculations. But when the truth came to their knowledge, the! 
reconsidered their own opinion and accepted the truth. They 
never stuck to their opinion when a true Hadith came to their 1 
knowledge. 


If anyone accepts Islam, he has only to testify that there is no godj 
but Allah and Muhammad % is His Messenger, to perform the] 
prayers five times a day, to pay Zakat, to fast in the month of ] 
Ramadan and to make the pilgrimage to the House of Allah (the 
Ka‘bah) if he is able to do so. It is certainly not necessary for him 
to follow any Madhhab, i.e. Hanafi, Shafi'i, Maliki or Hanbali. If 
he does so, in the eyes of Islamic law, he will be considered a 
wrongdoer, prejudiced and sinful person, and will be treated 
among those who divided the religion of Islam into different 
sects. AllSh has strongly condemned those who create dissension 
in Islam. The Qur’an says: 




“Verily, those who divide their religion and break up into 
sects, you (O Muhammad SS) have no concern in them in 
the least... .”(6:159) 


On another place the Qur’an says: 
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, . t 0 f Al-MushrikUn of those who split up their 
“And ne _ „ „, rfs each sect re j 0 icing in that which 


, lhe light of the above quoted verses from the Noble Qur’an it 
" that there is no place for different Madhahib and sects in 
is clear is no( obligatory to follow anyone of these Madhahib 
or * sects 0 What is worth following is the way of the Prophet £, as 

stated in the Noble Qur’Sn: 


“Say you (O Muhammad *): This is my way; I invite unto 
Allah with sure knowledge — I and whosoever follows me. 
And I am not of those who set up partners to Allah.” 
(12:108) 


It is a fact that the followers of different Madhahib are always at 
odds with each other and the result of this confrontation is clearly 
stated in the Noble Qur’an: 
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“And do not dispute lest you lose courage and your 
strength depart, and be patient. Surely, Allah is with those 
who are patient.” (8:46) 


On the contrary it has been advised to create the atmosphere of 
unity among themselves and to hold fast the rope of Allah as 
prescribed in the Noble Qur’an: 
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“And hold fast, all of you together, to the Rope of Allah 
and be not divided among yourselves.” (3:103) 
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